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for reviewing the collection of informa-
tion. Send comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any other aspect of 
this collection of information, includ-
ing suggestions for reducing this bur-
den, to the Department of Agriculture, 
Clearance Officer, OIRM, Stop 7630, 
Washington, DC 20250. You are not re-
quired to respond to this collection of 
information unless it displays a cur-
rently valid OMB control number. 
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Subpart A [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Renewable Energy 
Systems and Energy Efficiency 
Improvements Program 

§ 4280.101 Purpose. 
(a) The purpose of this subpart is to 

provide financial assistance to agricul-
tural producers and rural small busi-
nesses for the purpose of purchasing 
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and installing renewable energy sys-
tems and energy efficiency improve-
ments in rural areas. Financial assist-
ance to any single entity may be pro-
vided as a direct loan, guaranteed loan 
or grant, or a combination of a loan 
and grant. This subpart contains the 
procedures and requirements for pro-
viding such financial assistance. 

(b) The Agency will allocate funds 
between the direct, guaranteed, and 
grant programs each year, including 
any other terms such as the transfer of 
funds between these allocations. 

§ 4280.102 General. 
(a) Sections 4280.103 through 4280.106 

discuss definitions, exception author-
ity, appeals, and conflict of interest, 
which are applicable to all of the fund-
ing programs under this subpart. 

(b) Eligibility is discussed in terms of 
both applicants and projects. Section 
4280.107 contains the eligibility require-
ments for applicants and § 4280.108 con-
tains the eligibility requirements for 
projects. 

(c) Section A, §§ 4280.109 through 
4280.117, discusses grants. Section 
4280.109 discusses the circumstances 
under which an applicant may qualify 
to submit a simplified application for a 
grant. Sections 4280.110 through 4280.114 
address grant funding, grant applica-
tion procedures, required documenta-
tion, the evaluation process, and post- 
grant Federal requirements for both 
the simplified and full application 
processes. Sections 4280.115 through 
4280.117 address project planning, devel-
opment, and completion as related to 
grant servicing. 

(d) Section B, §§ 4280.121 through 
4280.160, discusses guaranteed loans. 
Sections 4280.121 through 4280.126 dis-
cuss procedures and requirements for 
making and processing loans guaran-
teed by the Agency. Section 4280.128 ad-
dresses the application and documenta-
tion requirements, separating the re-
quirements for loans over $600,000 and 
for loans of $600,000 or less. Section 
4280.129 addresses the evaluation of 
guaranteed loan applications. Sections 
4280.130 through 4280.160 provide guar-
anteed loan origination and servicing 
requirements. These requirements 
apply to lenders, holders, and other 
parties involved in making, guaran-

teeing, holding, servicing, or liqui-
dating such loans. 

(e) Section D presents the process by 
which the Agency will make direct 
loans. 

(f) Section E presents the process by 
which the Agency will make combined 
loan and grant funding available. 

(g) Appendix A contains the Tech-
nical Report requirements for projects 
with total eligible project costs of 
$200,000 or less and Appendix B contains 
the Technical Report requirements for 
projects with total eligible project 
costs greater than $200,000. 

§ 4280.103 Definitions. 

Terms used in this subpart are de-
fined in either § 4279.2 of this chapter or 
in this section. If a term is defined in 
both § 4279.2 and this section, it will 
have, for purposes of this subpart only, 
the meaning given in this section. 

Agency. The Rural Business-Coopera-
tive Service or successor Agency as-
signed by the Secretary of Agriculture 
to administer the 9006 program. Ref-
erences to the National Office, Finance 
Office, State Office, or other Agency 
offices or officials should be read as 
prefaced by ‘‘Agency’’ or ‘‘Rural Devel-
opment’’ as applicable. 

Agricultural producer. An individual 
or entity directly engaged in the pro-
duction of agricultural products, in-
cluding crops (including farming); live-
stock (including ranching); forestry 
products; hydroponics; nursery stock; 
or aquaculture, whereby 50 percent or 
greater of their gross income is derived 
from the operations. 

Anaerobic digester project. A renewable 
energy system that uses animal waste 
and other organic substrates to 
produce thermal or electrical energy 
via anaerobic digestion. 

Annual receipts. The total income or 
gross income (sole proprietorship) plus 
cost of goods sold. 

Applicant. The agricultural producer 
or rural small business that is seeking 
a grant, guaranteed loan, or direct 
loan, or a combination of a grant and 
loan, under this subpart. 

Assignment guarantee agreement (Form 
RD 4279–6) or successor form. A signed 
agreement among the Agency, the 
lender, and the holder containing the 
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